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Recant aYioN. n.f- [From recant.] Retractation ; declara- 
tion contradictory to a former declaration. 

She could not fee means to join this recantation to the 
former vow. Sidney , b. ii. 

The poor man was imprifoned for this difcovery, and 
forced to make a publick recantation. Stilimgflcct. 

Reca'nter. n.f. [from recant.'] One who recants. 

The publick body, which doth feldom 
Play the recanter , feeling in itfelf 
A lack of Timon’s aid, hath fenfe withal 
Of its own fall, reftraining aid to Timon. Shakefp. 

To RECAPITULATE. v. a. [ recapituler , Fr. re and capi - 
tulum , Lat.J To repeat again diftin&ly ; to detail again. 

Hylobares judicioully and refentingly recapitulates your main 
reafonings. More s Divine Dialogues. 

I have been forced to recapitulate thefe things, becaufe 
mankind is not more liable to deceit, than it is willing to 
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continue in a pleafing error. Dryden s Dufrejnoy. 

Recapitulation, n. f [from recapitulate.] Detail repeated ; 
diftindt repetition of the principal points. 

He maketh a. recapitulation of the chriftian churches ; among 
the reft he addeth the ifle of Eden by name. Raleigh. 

Inftead of raifing any particular ufes from the point that 
has been delivered, let us make a brief recapitulation of the 
whole. South. 

Recapitulatory, adj. [from recapitulate.] Repeating again. 
Recapitulatory exercifes. Garretfon . 

To Reca'rry. v. a. [re and carry.] To carry back. 

When the Turks befieged Malta or Rodes, pigeons car- 
ried and recarried letters. Walton's Angler . 

To ReceTe. v. n. [recedo, Latin. J 

I . To fall back ; to retreat. 

A deaf noife of founds that never ceafe, 


Confus’d and chiding, like the hollow roar 


Dryden . 


Of tides, receding from th’ infulted {hoar. 

Ye doubts and fears ! 

Scatter’d by winds recede , and wild in forefts rove. Prior. 

All bodies, moved circularly, have a perpetual endeavour 
to recede from the center, and every moment would fly out in 
right lines, if they were not violently reftrained by contiguous 
matter. Bentley . 

2. To dcfift. 

I can be content to recede much from my own interefts and 
perfonal rights. King Charles. 

They hoped that their general aftembly would be perluaded 
to depart from fome of their demands ; but that, for the pre- 
sent, they had not authority to recede from any one propo- 
htion. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Recei'pt. n.f. [ receptum , Latin.] 

1. The act of receiving. 

Villain, thou did’ft deny the gold’s receipt. 

And told me of a miftrefs. Shakefp. Com. of Err* 

It muft be done upon the reccit of the wound, before the 
patient’s fpirits be overheated. Wifemans Surgery. 

The joy of a monarch for the news of a victory muft not 
be exprefted like the ecftafy of a harlequin, on the receipt of 
a letter from his miftrefs. Dryden. 

2. The place of receiving. 

Jelus faw Matthew Titting at the receipt of cuftom. Matt. 

3. [ Recepte , Fr.] A note given, by which money is acknow- 
ledged to have been received. 

4. Reception ; admiffion. 

It is of things heavenly an univerfal declaration, work- 
ing in them, whofe hearts God infpireth with the due conli- 
deration thereof, an habit or difpofition of mind, whereby 
they are made fit veftels, both for the receipt and delivery of 
whatfoever fpiritual perfection. Hooker , b. v. J. 37. 

5. Reception ; welcome. 

The fame words in my lady Philoclea’s mouth might have 
had a better grace, and perchance have found a gentler 
receipt. Sidney . 

6. [From recipe.] Prefcription of ingredients for any compo- 
fition. 

On’s bed of death 

Many receipts he gave me, chiefly one 

Of his old experience th’ only darling. Shakefp. 

That Medea could make old men young again, was no- 
thing elfe, but that, from knowledge of fimples, fhe had 
a receipt to make white hair black. Brown's Vulgar Errours . 

Wife leeches will not vain receipts obtrude, 

While growing pains pronounce the humours crude. Dryd, 

Some dryly plain, without invention’s aid, 

Write dull receipts how poems may be made. Pope. 

Scribonius found the receipt in a letter wrote to Tiberius, 
and was never able to procure the receipt during the empe- 
ror’s life. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Receivable, adj. [ recevable , Fr. from -receive.] Capable of 
being received. Dift. 

To RE CEIVE, v. a. [ recevoir , Fr. recipio , Lat.J 

1. To take or obtain any thing as due. 

If by this crime he owes the law his life. 

Why, let the war receive ’t in valiant goru Shakefp. 


A certain nobleman went into a far country j to receive for 
himfelf a kingdom, and return, Luke x iv. j 2 . 

2. To take or obtain from another. 

Ye (hall receive of me gifts. Dan. ii. 6. 

Though I Ihould receive a thoufand fhekels of fdver in mine 
hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand againft the kino-’ s 
foil. , . 2 Sam. xviii. i 2i 

What ? fa all we receive good at the hands of God, and 
lhall we not receive evil ? Job ii. i 0 „ 

To them haft thou poured a drink-offering ? fhould I re- 
ceive comfort in thefe ? If ] v ii. 6, 

He that doeth wrong, {hall receive for the wrong done - 
and there is no relpedt of perfons. Col. iii. 25. 

They lived with the frieridlbip and equality of brethren ; 
received no laws from one another, but lived feparatelv. Locke* 

3. To take any thing communicated. 

Put all in writing that thou giveft out^ and receiveft in. 

Eccluf. xlii. 7, 

Draw general. conclufions from every particular they meet 
with : thefe make little true benefit of hiftory ; nay, being 
of forward and active fpirits, receive more harm by it. Locke . 

The idea of folidity we receive by our touch. Locke. 

The lame inability will every one find, who {hall go about 
to faftiion in his underftanding any fimple idea’, not received. 
in by his fenfes or by reflection. Locke. 

To conceive the ideas we receive from fenfation, confider 
them, in reference to the different ways, whereby they make 
their approaches to our minds. Locke « 

4. To embrace intellectually. 

We have let it down as a law, to examine things to the 
bottom, and not to receive upon credit, or reject upon impro- 
babilities. Bacons Natural Hiftory. 

In an equal indifferency for all truth; I mean the receiving 
it, in the love of it, as truth ; and in the examination of our 
principles, and not receiving any for fuch, till we are fully 
convinced of their certainty, conlifts the freedom of the un- 
derftanding. Lode* 

5. To allow. 

Long received cuftom forbidding them to do as they did, 
there was no excule to juftify their act ; unlefs, in the ferip- 
ture, they could {hew fome law, that did licence them thus 
to break a received cuftom. Hooker , b. ii .ft 5. 

Will it not be receiv'd , 

When we have mark’d with blood thofe fleepy two. 

And us’d their very daggers ; that they have don’t ? 

— Who dares receive it other \ Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Left any Ihould think that any thing in this number eight 
creates the diapafon ; this computation of eight is rather a 
thing received, than any true computation. Bacon. 

6. To admit. 

When they came to Jerufalem, they were received of the 
church. Acts xv. 4. 

Thou {halt guide me with thy counfel, and afterward re- 
ceive me to gloiy. Pfalm lxxiii. 24. 

Let her be {hut out from the camp feven days, and after 
that received in again. Numb. xii. 14. 

Free converfe with perfons of different fects will enlarge 
our charity towards others, and incline us to receive them 
into all the degrees of unity and affection, which the word of 
God requires. Watts's Improvement of the Mini. 

7. To take as into a vefiel. 

He was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their 
fight. Adis i. 9. 

8. To take into a place or ftate. 

After the Lord had fpoken, he was received up into hea- 
ven, and fat on the right hand of God. Mar. xvi. 19* 

9. To conceive in the mind ; to take intellectually. 

To one of your receivings 

Enough is {hewn. Shakefp . 

10. To entertain as a gueft. 

Abundance fit to honour, and receive 

Our heav’nly ftranger. Melton. 

ReCl- i'vedness. n.f. [from received.] General allowance. 

Others will, upon account of the receivednefs of the pro- 
pofed opinion, think it rather worth to be examined, than 
acquiefced in. Boyle . 

Receiver, n.f. [ receveur , Fr. from receive.] 

1. One to whom any thing is communicated by another. 

All the learnings that his time could make him receiver of, 
he took as we do air. Shakefp. Cymbdine. 

She from whofe influence all imprefiion came. 

But by receivers impotencies lame. Donne . 

2. One to whom any thing is given or paid. 

There is a receiver , who alone handleth the monies. Bacon. 

In all works of liberality, fomething more is to be conli- 
dered, bclides the occafion of the givers ; and that is the oc- 
cafion of the receivers. Sprat . 

Gratitude is a virtue, difpofing the mind to an inward 
fenlc, and an outward acknowledgement of a benefit received, 
together with a readinefs to return the fame, as the occaiions 
of the doer {lig.ll require, and the abilities of the receiver ex- 
tend to, 8 Sou/m 
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If one third of the money in trade were locked up, land- 
holders muft receive one third lefs for theirgoods ; a lets quan- 
tity of money by one third being to be diftributed amongft 
an equal number of receivers. Locke. 

Wood’s halfpence will be offered for fix a penny, and the 
necelfary receivers will be lofers of two thirds in their pay. Svj. 

3. One who partakes of the blelfed facrament. 

The fignification and fenfe of the facrament difpofe the fpi- 
rit of the receiver to admit the grace of the fpirit of God there 
configned. Taylor's Worthy Communicant. 

4. One who cooperates with a robber, by taking the goods 
which he fteals. 

This is a great caufe of the maintenance of thieves, know- 
ing their receivers always ready ; for were there no receivers , 
there would be no thieves. Spenjer's State of Ireland. 

5. The vefiel into which fpirits are emitted from the ftill. 

Thefe liquors, which the wide receiver fill, 

Prepar’d with labour, and refin’d with {kill, 

Another courfe to diftant parts begin. Black?nore. 

Alkaline fpirits run in veins down the fides of the receiver 
in diftillations, which will not. take fire. Arbuthnot. 

6. The vefiel of the air pump, out of which the air is drawn, 
and which therefore receives any body on which experiments 
are tried. 

The air that in exhaufted receivers of air pumps is exhaled 
from minerals, is as true as to elafticity and denfity or rare- 
faction, as that we refpire in. Bentley. 

To Recele'brate. v. a. [re and celebrate.] To celebrate anew. 
French air and Engliffi verfe here wedded lie ; 

Who did this knot compofe. 

Again hath brought the lilly to the rofe ; 

And with their chained dance. 

Recelebrates the joyful match. Benj. Johnfon. 

Re'cency. n.f [recens, Lat.J Newnefs ; new ftate. 

A fchirrhus in ics recency , whilft it is in its augment, re- 
quireth milder applications than the confirmed one. Wifeman. 
Recession, n.f [j recenfio , Lat.J Enumeration ; review. 

I11 this recenfion of monthly flowers, it is to be underftood 
from its firft appearing to its final withering. Evelyn's Kalen. 
RE'CENT. adj. [ recens , Latin.] 

1. New ; not of long exiftence. 

The ancients were of opinion, that thofe parts, where 
Egypt now is, were formerly fea, and that a confiderable por- 
tion of that country was recent, and formed out of the mud 
difeharged into the neighbouring fea by the Nile. Woodward. 

2. Late ; not antique. 

Among all the great and worthy perfons, whereof the 
memory remaineth, either ancient or recent, there is not one 
that hath been tranfported to the mad degree of love. Bacon. 

3. Frefh; not long difmiflfed from. 

Ulyfles moves. 

Urg’d on by want, and recent from the ftorms. 

The brackifti ouze his manly grace deforms. Pope. 

Re'cently. aelv. [from recent.] Newly ; frethly. F * 

Thofe tubes, which are moft recently made of fluids, are 
moft flexible and moft eafily lengthened. Arbuthnot. 

Rece nt ness. n. f. [from recent. J Newnefs ; frefhnefs. 

This inference of the recentnefs of mankind from the re- 
centnefs of thefe apotheofes of gentile deities, feems too weak 
to beai up this fuppofition of the novitas humani generis. Hale. 
Receptacle, n.f [receptaculum, Lat.J A veffel or place 
into which any thing is received. r 

When the fharpnefs of death was overcome, he then 
opened heaven, as well to believing gentiles as Jews : heaven 
till then was no receptacle to the fouls of either. Hooker 
The county of Tipperary, the only county palatine in 
Ireland, is by abufe of fome bad ones made a receptacle to rob 
the reft of the counties about it. Spenjer's State of Ireland. 

As in a vault, an ancient receptacle. 

Where for thefe many hundred years, the bones 
Of all my buried anceftors are packt. Shnkofa 

The eye of the foul, or receptacle of fapience and divine 
knowledge. Raleigh's Hsjlory of the World. 

' Left paradife a receptacle prove 

To fpirits foul, and all my trees their prey. Milton 

7 heir intelligence, put in at the top of the horn, Ihali 
convey it into a little receptacle at the bottom. Jdd.fon 

Thefe are conveniences to private perfons ; inftead of being 
receptacle* for the truly poor, they tempt men to pretend po- 

Though the fupply from this great receptacle below be^on- 
tmual and alike to all the globe ; yet when it arrives near the 

K& 2 ”* 

1 he per. pater, ck matter ,s a pure unafluated power • and 
this conceited vacuum a mere receptibility rY ,, 

tT R \T Weceived. 

They, which behold the prefent ftate of things cannot 

condemn on t fober enquiries in the doubtful appetencies of 
arts and receptaries of philofopliv. 1 lCnan £ ,es ot 

Reception, n. f [receptus, Latin.] Brown. 

1. 1 he ad of receiving. 
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Both f*erve completely for the reception and communication 
of learned knowledge. Holder s Elements of Speech. 

In this animal are found parts official unto nutrition, which 
were its aliment the empty reception of air, provilions had 
been fuperfluous. Brcivn's Vulgar Errours * 

2. The ftate of being received; 

3. Admifiion of any thing communicated. 

Caufes, according ftill 

To the reception of their matter, ad ; 

Not to th’ extent of their own fphere. Milton's Par. Loj} .. 

In fome animals, the avenues, provided by nature for the 
reception of fenfations, are few, and the perception, they are 
received with, obfeure and dull. Locke. 

4. Readmiffion. 

All hope is loft 

Of my reception into grace. Milton s Par. Lojl. 

C. The ad of containing. 

— T O 

I cannot furvey this world of fluid matter, without think- 
ing on the hand that firft poured it out, and made a proper 


nil on. 


*— * 

channel for its reception. 

6. Treatment at firft coming ; welcome; entertainment. 

T his fucceffion of fo many powerful methods being farther 
preferibed by God, have found fo difeouraging a receptions 
that nothing but the violence of {forming or battery can pre- 
tend to prove fuccefsful. Hammond's Fundamentals. 

Pretending to confult 
About the great reception of their king, 

Thither to come. 


— V>V/» 4 i v» 

7. Opinion generally admitted. 

Tj] * 1 r 1 i 1 • 


Milton . 


/* wpimun generally aamittea. 

Philofophers, who have quitted the popular dodrines of 
their countries, have fallen into as extravagant opinions, as 
even common reception countenanced. Locke 

8. Recovery. 

He was right glad of the French king’s reception of thofe 
towns from Maximilian. " Bacon’s Henry VII. 

Re'ceptive. adj. [receptus> Lat.J Having the quality of ad- 
mitting what is communicated. 

, as R is adive, perfeded by love of that 

infinite good, {hall, as it is receptives be alfo perfeded with 
thofo fupernatural paffions of joy, peace and delight. Hooker. 

. The pretended firft matter is capable of all forms, and the 
imaginary fpace is receptive of all bodies. Glanvill. 

d^tt °d RY * aC ^' ^ rece P tus * Generally or popularly 

Although therein be contained many excellent things, and 
verified upon his own experience, yet are there many alfo 
rcceptory , and will not endure the teft. Brown 

Recess, n.f. [receffus, Latin.] 

1. Retirement; retreat; withdrawing; feceffion. 

hat tumults could not do, an army muft ; my recefs hath 
given them_confidence that I may be conquered. K. Charles . 
t air 1 hames fhe haunts, and ev’iy neighb’rine; grove. 
Sacred to foft recefs and gentle love. ^ Prior 

2. Departure. 7m 

\t III f°r V nt0 the WOr i d ’ Md know not how ; we live in 
rln. f felf ~ nefc ' ence > and go hence again, and are as ig„o- 

, p?* ° f ° ur ™‘fi- , Glanvill t Sect/. 

3. lace of retirement ; place of fecrecy ; private abode. J 

1 his happy place, our fweet 

Re %f? 9 5 nd onI ? conflation left. Milton's Par. Lo/l 
T d u eCp rece A es of the grove he gain’d. Dryden 

wiffi that a crowd of bad writers do not ruffi into th- 

4 Tlcf in Ml KO fX Dr >’ d ^ 
imperial Jiet^ ° f the P roceedi »SS of an 

In the imperial chamber, the proflors have a florin taxed 

5 - Depa^IntonrivUyl^ fUbft3mial W 

I he great feraphick lords and cherubim, 

111 dole recefs, and fecret conclave fat. Milton 

dence. hC ^ ° f the JUry ’ they are to c0 ”Wer their evi-‘ 

6. Remiflion or fufpenfion of anv procedure 

sis'” r, “ : f •**: t:: 

7- Removal to diftance. ^ ^ 7t & Charles. 

defin«h‘ih eVer fign thC fun P 0 ^^, whofe recefs or vicinity 

8. Privacy ; fecrecy of abode. * ^ Emur ’’ 

Good verfe, recefs and foiitude requires ; 

And eale from cares, and undifturb’d defires D V 

9. Secret part. 11 es * -LPydcn. 

their r reCtJr ‘ h anJ 3dyta of 

-t - ^htrid^irr anJ T t,u ' ,rvo ; 

Every' fcholar ftionhl »• !t s ' Hammond. 

fcheme of all the feiences vet'th " n ‘ lc t with a Superficial 

man of learning to ente’r IntoTT ne, t e .% for every 
receffes. w , eir ^ ‘Acuities and deep 

2i II Watts s Improvement of the Mi%d. 

Recession. 
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